RESOLUTION ON FARM WORKERS
PASSED BY THE 185th GENFERAL ASSEMBLY (Ga) (1973)0F TEE
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, USA
Omaha, Nebraska-. May 23, 1973

The consideration of rhe form workars issue was initieted by the Council on Chuveh
and Rece which appointed & task force on the conflict between the United Forme
Horkars Union (UFWU) and the Western Conference of Teamsters. The report of the causi
force wae brought to the GA Committes on Combatting Raciem.

The igsua is appropriately the business of COCAR and the GA Commirtee on Combatrting
Raclzm because of its ethnie dimension., While the Cemmittees acknowledges the many
dimensions of tho fasue, it affirms the belief that the ethnic dicension makes ie¢
imperative for the Church to address this crucial! issue,

It 1is urgent that the Uniteq Presbyterians speak to this issue bacause of the ex.
ploltation of the farm worker which is magnified in Californis by the confliiet be-
tween the UFWU end the Yestern Conference of Teoumsters, The Quaatioen 1s not whathaer
thege farm workers chould be unionized- this is an eccomplished fact, Rather, the
question is, which of these two uniong will represent those farm workers, Although
this specific isoue is provincial, the concern it ratcaes has national significanco,

- It 18 our judgoment thet the UFWU provides for greater self-determinetion by the far:
worker in the collective bargaining process, while the Western Cenferenece of Teszorors
“eens to negate self-determination.

This enploltaticn is further intensified by the lack of effective legisletion to pro.
tect the farm worker locally and nationally. This legislative void permite the .
worker to be exploited in housing, working conditions, safety, and all orher griovancs
eraas involved in the collective bargaining process.

This oppression of poweriess people demands action az well ase werds, thersfore we
Tecommend the follewing:

L. That the 185th GA (1973) eéncourage the Congress of the United States te ercate
=nd ensct new lezisintion which will enable the farm workers to effestively partie
cipate in the collective bargeining process: and that the 185ch GA (1973) ersourIae
the other judicstories of the Church to werk for gimilar legisletion &t their respoct .-
ive governmental.levels,

2. That the 185%th GA (1973) reuffirm the sction of the 184th GA (1972) supperting

the work of the UFWU, erd chet this now include the urging of the Unitad Prasbyterians
to conslider ways in which this support may be expressed, particularly by partieipo-
tion in the boyeotts of head lettuce and table grapas not produced under UFLU
contraces, ‘

3. That tho 185th ¢ (1973) commend the AFL-CIO for ita grent of $1.6 millioen to
afd the UFWU in ica Fresent struggles, and that the GA urge the AFL-CIO t5 continuas
ard inerease in cvery possible way the support of its affiliate, the UFWY,

4, 4nd, in an effort to have the lowest appropriaste judicatories exereise raspon-
sibilities relative to this specific issue, that the 185¢h ¢ {(197%) onecursge the
&ynods and presbyteries within whose bounds this conflict betwesa the UFWU and zhe
Teamsters is taking place, as well ag COCAR.snd the retevant mission service uaits
of the Program Agoncy, to jointly invite the growers who are churchmen and women to
«xplore with them the broad {esues involved in this conflict: to bacoma. advoecaras
for the farm workere in chelr efforts to achieve greater 3e1f-éat@rmin&tiea; end to

report the results of implementing this recommendation to the 185eh Ca (i%74)
through COCAR,



